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Reflecting on my experience with both statistical analysis and writing about quantitative
results, 1 find myself more confident in my skillset than I would have said when starting in the
doctoral journey. | came in to the EdD program with a strong background in reading and writing
because of my undergraduate and graduate degrees in the liberal arts. I did not anticipate that the
writing would be different for the educational leadership degree, but through my work in the
courses thus far, I have been able to develop my writing so that it is more in line with the format
and style of the education field. While 1 still struggle with my confidence in all areas
quantitative, classes in this program have increased not only my knowledge but also my
appreciation of this statistical analysis. My potential dissertation topic even lends itself to a
mixed method approach and | am strongly considering that for my methodology; this is a huge
step for someone that felt so uncomfortable and inexperienced in the quantitative arena prior to
my doctoral coursework. Overall, I think my strengths regarding the quantitative research field

lie in writing the results, as opposed to working with the data prior to the writing.

In reflecting on the statistical analysis portion of the quantitative methods approach, |
think my experiences with this has increased drastically since starting this program. During my
master’s degree, my research was all qualitative in nature, less about conducting my own studies
and more about researching what others had argued about literature. | felt weak in the
educational research area coming in to Southern. However, | was required to take a research
methods class with Dr. Shannon-Baker my first semester and found myself prepared and even
excited about quantitative research after that class. From there, | took Statistics with you, Dr.
Zinskie, and increased my experience and knowledge drastically. | find | struggle more with the
later portion of the class, which covered ANOVA. Looking back on that Statistics course, | really

did enjoy some of the content, like the descriptive statistics we studied and also t-tests and
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correlation coefficients. I enjoyed learning how to find relationships between variables, if they
existed and understanding how to better describe a sample of a population. Finally, I conducted
my own study and interpreted the results in the Directed Research course, which really stretched

my guantitative muscles.

I am concerned about using SPSS again and worry that I won’t be able to figure this out,
but I do think that my previous course notes and texts will help a lot. Even though | am equipped
when working with some technology, it does not surprise me that the most stressful part of the
process, to me, is the SPSS use. Moving to the next steps of statistical analysis, interpreting the
results, has me less anxious as | think I can study them and understand the information well. |
will also say that | have been reading journal articles on my topic and this has helped me
understand why specific tests were used. | can actually understand the statistical conclusions in
these studies now! Once | completed that course, | submitted my study for publication in a
national journal. This experience of review has really helped me understand how to strengthen
not only my writing but also my analysis of the results in a study. I am still working on edits for

possible publication, but each round of review has taught me more about analysis.

Assessing my skills regarding writing about quantitative results is less pessimistic, as |
came in to the program with a strong writing background and have been able to really hone it
during my classwork. As | mentioned before, reading articles related to tutoring has aided in my
understanding of writing these types of results. | would still say my strengths lie in qualitative
analysis but | am getting better at the quantitative portion as I progress. | find it challenging to
apply APA formatting to the charts and tables required of quantitative research, so that is an area
I will need to work on this semester. One thing | did find straightforward in this type of writing

was reporting the results versus writing the discussion. After practice, | grasped how the two
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differ and began to enjoy writing the discussion portion, as | was able to synthesize previous
findings and my own work. Upon reviewing the content for the class, 1 am glad that you have
provided sample journal articles to assist us this semester. | think seeing how others not only
represent their results in table form but also write up the discussion will help me as a hesitant

quantitative student.

In conclusion, | have seen progress on my part when it comes to quantitative methods. |
am less fearful of using this methodology and reading it, but also know that my real strength lies
in words and communication. However, | want to be fluent enough in this methodology that |
can read articles in my field and understand what the results say. My experience with
quantitative research prior to this program was extremely limited. To be honest, the math section
of the GRE held me back from applying to programs for close to 10 years. | am certainly not
comfortable with statistics yet, but | do feel less anxiety going in to this course because of the
experiences I have had through Sothern’s classes so far. Once I get past the SPSS data entry and
results’ tables, I think I am even looking forward to writing that section of future studies. I am
hopeful that this class will only add to my experience, skillset, knowledge and comfort with all

things quantitative research.



