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Instructor Information 
 
Office:  Room 3136, College of Education Building 
Office Hours: Please contact me via Folio e-mail to set up an individual appointment  

(e.g., phone, online (Google Meeting), face-to-face) 
Phone #:   (912) 478-1438  
Address: Department of Curriculum, Foundations, & Reading            
 Georgia Southern University, P. O. Box 8144 
 Statesboro, GA  30460 
Email: Use Folio email for all class-related correspondence.  

czinskie@georgiasouthern.edu (emergencies only) 
 
Course Dates 
 
Course dates are January 13 through May 7. This is a hybrid course which will take place online 
and face-to-face. On-campus meetings will take place from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in COE Room 3165 
on the following Saturdays: 1/25, 2/22, 3/28, and 4/25. 
 
Course Description 
 
The purpose of this course is for doctoral-level students to gain a firm foundation in quantitative 
research methods. Students engage in applied research activities and assignments that update their 
understanding of quantitative research procedures. Emphasis is on the “hands-on” application of 
advanced inquiry skills.  
 
Course Objectives 
 
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:  

1. Understand the variety of educational research situations in which more complex statistical 
methods are required. 

2. Analyze data using analysis of variance and correlational hypothesis testing procedures. 
3. Use statistical analysis computer programs (e.g., SPSS). 
4. Interpret statistical results and present these findings in an empirical report. 
5. Utilize measurement concepts to select and/or develop an instrument.  
6. Understand the research process and ethical issues that are pertinent to conducting research 

with human subjects. 
7. Present information about quantitative research in a scholarly manner. 
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Course Materials 
   
There is no required course textbook for this course. All course readings will be provided in Folio. 
Practice activities will also be available in Folio. Students are encouraged to complete all practice 
activities to increase their understanding of course concepts; however, these activities are not 
submitted nor graded. 
 
Required Software Access 
 
Students are required to use SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) to analyze data for 
course research reports and survey project. There are multiple ways that students can access this 
software. [Note: My class instructions will use SPSS version 25 which is the version available to 
faculty, staff, and students at Georgia Southern.] If you do not already have access to SPSS (e.g., at 
your place of employment), you can use one of the following options: 
 

1) Students can access SPSS remotely (for free) from Georgia Southern University using 
vLab (https://its.georgiasouthern.edu/vlab/). Several steps are required to install and 
configure vLab access. If you have technical difficulties, please use MyHelp for assistance 
(access MyHelp via your MyGeorgiaSouthern page under Services or Technology 
Resources sections). Note: If you want to pursue this SPSS option, please do not wait until 
last minute to begin this process, i.e., do not wait until it is time to complete data analysis 
for an assignment. I will review vLab access at our first on-campus meeting. 

2) SPSS is available in all computer labs on the Statesboro campus (see 
http://its.georgiasouthern.edu/computer-labs/ for locations and hours of operation).  

3) Version 25 of IBM/SPSS Statistics Base for Windows can be rented for 6 months for about 
$40 from this site (http://www.onthehub.com/spss). Scroll down to “Looking for previous 
versions?” and click on “SPSS Statistics 25”. Rent the version highlighted in the screen 
capture below. Note: The cost for the Mac version is the same; however; many students 
who have purchased Mac versions of SPSS have complained of installation and run issues. 
Therefore, I recommend renting only the Windows version and using a Windows computer 
for data analysis. 
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Internet Access 
 
Internet access is required. Course is housed in Folio, a learning management system that is 
accessed via MyGeorgiaSouthern. Logging into the course on a regular basis will be essential for 
successful course completion. I encourage you to forward your Folio email and course 
notifications to an email address you check regularly. 
 
Course Expectations 
 

1. Come to every face-to-face class session on time and be fully engaged. 
2. Have an online presence via class discussion boards in Folio. 
3. Be prepared each week by having read assigned materials thoroughly and critically. 
4. Enthusiastically participate in discussions both online and in our face-to-face meetings. 

 
Technology Use in Face-to-Face Class Meetings 
 
Appropriate use of electronic devices is a part of your professional participation in face-to-face 
class meetings. Using laptops or cell phones as tools for your learning is acceptable, as long as it is 
not distracting to you, your colleagues, or your instructor. Examples of acceptable use of electronic 
devices include keeping notes and consulting resources for work in class. Non-instructional 
texting, phone calls, social networking, or shopping during class is unacceptable and will result in 
a reduction in your participation grade. Please let me know if there is an emergency that affects 
your need for using a phone during class time. 
 
Communication 
 
With the exception of the four on-campus meetings, all course communication will take place 
within the online course. All emails to instructor should be sent using Folio email. Instructor’s 
Georgia Southern email address should be used for emergencies only!!   
 
The Folio News tool will be used to notify students of upcoming due dates, any course changes, or 
special situations. I encourage you to check course site in Folio on a regular basis to make sure you 
have the most current information about the class. You can set your course notifications to send 
you one daily digest of course activity via email or text. This is a good way to make sure you do 
not miss anything. You can do that using the dropdown menu that appears when you click on your 
name in the upper right-hand corner of the screen. Click on "notifications" and modify your 
settings accordingly. 
 
All online discussions will be asynchronous (i.e., discussions will not take place live and at a fixed 
time). Logging into the course on a regular basis will be essential for successful course completion. 
I encourage you to forward your Folio email and course notifications to an email address you 
check regularly. 
 
Two special discussion boards have been included in the course, one for general course 
communication with the instructor (Instructor’s General Discussion Area) and another for 
interacting with your peers (Students’ General Discussion Area). Please use these boards so that 



all students can benefit from questions and responses. Thus, the use of Folio e-mail should be for 
personal inquiries. The instructor reserves the right to delete or remove any posting that is deemed 
inappropriate or redundant.  
 
Note: Do not be embarrassed to ask questions. If you are confused, it is likely there are other 
students in the course who are confused and who will appreciate you taking the lead in asking a 
question. 
 
Instructor Response Time 
 
If you ask me direct questions in Folio via email or the instructor discussion board, I will generally 
reply within 24 hours. Weekends may take longer. [Note: Given the number of emails that I 
receive at my Georgia Southern email account, I do not forward my Folio to my Georgia 
Southern email account. Therefore, if you email me in Folio and I do not respond within a few 
minutes, sending another email in Folio does not speed up the response process.] 
 
Technical Assistance for Folio 
 
Because Folio will be used as the major source of information for the course, please familiarize 
yourself with the system and seek any necessary training from the Department of Learning 
Technology Support (https://its.georgiasouthern.edu/lts/). 
 
If you experience technical difficulties with Folio, your first contact should be MyHelp. This is an 
option on the MyGeorgiaSouthern page under the Services or Technology Resources menus. If 
you contact me by phone or e-mail regarding a technical problem, I will have to contact IT 
Services with your issue; therefore, it is better if you contact them directly via MyHelp. After 
contacting MyHelp, send me an e-mail or leave me a voice mail message to provide additional 
documentation regarding your situation. 
 
Respect for Others in Folio 
 
Georgia Southern University asks that you respect the rights of faculty and other students as you 
participate in the education process, including your use of Folio.  Accordingly, when accessing 
Folio course materials, please respect the privacy and personal information of faculty, staff and 
other students in academic work such as class lists, discussion board postings, drafts of papers and 
other work produced in the course. 
 
Brief Description of Graded Assignments 
 
**More details on each assignment are provided in Folio. We will review some of the assignments 
in more detail during our first face-to-face class meeting.** 
 
Participation 
Participation includes, but is not limited to, active posts and responses on discussion boards, timely 
completion of assignments, and regular class attendance during our face-to-face sessions. This is a 
graduate level course that is intensive in terms of reading. You are expected to complete all 
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readings in order to participate in online discussion boards as well as in-class discussions and 
activities. [Note: Readings listed for a particular week need to be read by end of that week; during 
weeks with an on-campus meeting, any weekly readings should be completed prior to the Saturday 
class.] 
If you have a conflict with a face-to-face class session, please contact me before your absence. As 
adults, it is your choice whether or not to attend class and how to participate in class. I am not in 
the position to give or withhold permission for you to miss class. Participation is 15% of your final 
grade and earning full points for participation requires being present and meeting the expectations 
outlined in this syllabus.  
 
Class discussion boards (not the general discussion boards) will be available for posts no later than 
Monday of selected weeks (see course schedule for details). You must complete your discussion 
board post no later than Thursday at 11:59 p.m. (week runs from Monday through Sunday in this 
class). Posts should be substantive (at least 250 words for initial post) and make a thoughtful, 
relevant, and appropriate contribution to the discussion. Please note you will not be able to read 
what your classmates have posted until you make your initial post. This will ensure you have read 
the material and are synthesizing the material on your own and posting your own ideas. Though a 
set number of responses are not required, you are expected to comment on classmates’ posts to 
generate discussion in this graduate-level class. 
 
A note regarding discussion boards: 
Discussion boards will be an integral part of our hybrid classroom format. Be considerate and 
appropriate when using the discussion board. I, as the instructor, have the right to remove any 
message for the purposes of saving space, focusing the attention of students on relevant materials, 
and avoiding material inappropriate for a classroom. On this last note, with freedom comes 
responsibility. Please keep in mind as you contribute to the discussion board that not everyone 
comes from the same background or shares the same values and ideals. If you have any questions 
on this matter, contact me for clarification.  
 
Reflection Paper on Quantitative Methods 
This assignment requires writing a brief reflection paper that provides a self-assessment (strengths 
and areas for improvement) of your skills, knowledge, and/or experiences regarding statistical 
analysis AND writing about quantitative results. This information will inform my instruction of the 
course content. 
 
Research Reports 
For each research report, students will be provided with a research scenario and accompanying 
data set. Data will be analyzed using SPSS. Students will be presented with questions used to 
guide interpretation and reporting of research results. 
 
Survey Project (Presentation and Final Report) 
I will provide survey that you will enter in Qualtrics; then you must administer this survey to a 
minimum of 30 friends, classmates, etc. You will download the data and move it into SPSS. I will 
provide survey data to you. You will then analyze these data using descriptive and inferential 
statistics that address stated research questions. You will write a final report that summarizes your 
results utilizing appropriate APA format. Optional: You may submit a draft final report for 



instructor feedback before submitting final report for grading (see course schedule for final date 
for submitting draft). In addition, you will make a brief scholarly presentation to the class during 
the last on-campus meeting. 
 
The survey project is a pedagogical assignment, i.e., a practice research project. I will seek 
approval from the Georgia Southern University Institutional Review Board (IRB) for students to 
collect data from study participants. As approval is being sought for a class project rather than 
individual research project (which requires individual IRB approval), the following parameters 
apply: 
 

• No Minors: Participants must be age 18 or older and not considered part of a vulnerable 
population (e.g., pregnant women, prisoners, non-English speaking individuals). 

• No More Than Minimal Risk: “Minimal risk” is the probability and magnitude of harm that 
is normally encountered in the daily lives of healthy individuals. Data will be gathered in 
an anonymous manner. 

• No Deception: Individuals must be fully informed and given the opportunity to voluntarily 
consent to participate. 

• No Publication/Presentation to a Professional Audience: The purpose of this experience is 
educational in nature and cannot result in a publication or presentation; in addition, data 
collected cannot be reused for subsequent publication, presentation, or external report. 

 
A template for a passive informed consent document will be provided on Folio course site in the 
IRB content module. Given the practice nature of this survey project, it is important that you think 
of this as a class assignment and refer to it as such when communicating with potential 
participants. 
 
As part of the IRB approval process, you must complete the CITI Human Subjects Training 
(Human Subjects Social & Behavioral Research - Basic/Refresher Training) prior to 
collecting any data. Please submit your completion report to the IRB dropbox by date indicated on 
course schedule. You will not be approved to move forward with data collection until this 
document is submitted. You can complete the training by following this link: 
http://research.georgiasouthern.edu/researchintegrity/training/ 
 
Note: There are multiple CITI training courses available; please make sure you select the correct 
one. A sample report is provided in the IRB content module. 
 
Please note that this certification is necessary but is a tedious process that can take up to 3–4 hours 
to complete. Please plan accordingly. If you do not complete this training and submit completion 
report by date specified on course schedule, you cannot collect data for your class project and will 
not be able to complete the course. If you have completed this training at Georgia Southern 
previously and your completion report is still valid, you do not need to repeat the training. 
Just submit your report to the IRB dropbox.  
 
You are also required to submit the Approval for Class Projects form prior to beginning data 
collection. See Survey Project Instructions for more details. 
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Note: As the course instructor, I am assuming all responsibility that your survey projects will 
meet the requirements for collecting data for a class research project. Please contact me if 
you have any questions regarding these requirements.  
 
Graded Assignments (100 total points possible) 
 
 Participation 15% 
 Reflection on Quantitative Methods 5%10% 
 Research Reports (5) 50%  
 Survey Project Final Report 30%25%  
  Presentation 5% 
  Final Report 25% 
       
Grading Scale 

A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F Below 60 

 
Borderline point totals will not be rounded to the next grade. 
 
It is likely that not all students will earn a grade of A in this course.  Per the Georgia Southern 
University definition of an “A” grade, a student must possess “exceptional mastery of the course 
material” before an instructor assigns a grade of “A” to the student’s work.  This is a graduate level 
course, and graduate standards will be applied in assessing student performance. 
 
Instructions for Submitting Documents and Assignments: 
 

• All documents and assignments should be submitted electronically through the designated 
Dropbox on or before the due date. 

• All file names should begin with your last name and reference what is being submitted (e.g. 
Smith_Reflection, Smith_ResearchReport1, etc.). This will allow me to identify your work 
quickly. 

• Keep the following in mind: 
o Only Microsoft Word documents accepted 
o Use Times New Roman, 12 point font 
o Spell and grammar check all of your work 
o Adhere to the guidelines on plagiarism and academic integrity 

• Documents submitted by any other method than the Dropbox will not be accepted 
 
Note: All written work submitted for a grade must be your own. Turning in for a grade writing 
that is not your own (e.g., copied from a book or journal article, a website, or another person) 
constitutes academic misconduct and dishonesty and is unacceptable. I will not provide any 
feedback on any course requirement that is plagiarized. Any course requirement that is 



plagiarized will receive a grade of zero (0) and student will be reported to the Office of 
Judicial Affairs. 
 
Due Dates, Deadlines, and Late Work 
 
Refer to course schedule (available in Course Orientation module in Content) for specific weekly 
readings, assignments, and due dates/times. The course schedule, even when it appears separately, 
is an extension of this syllabus. The instructor reserves the right to amend the content, structure, 
and pacing of the course as is necessary. NO late work will be accepted and thus any late 
assignments will receive a grade of zero (0). Assignments submitted incorrectly will not be 
accepted. Assignments submitted to my Georgia Southern e-mail account will not be considered 
for any grade. 
 
Academic Integrity Expectations 
 
Students are expected to abide by the Georgia Southern University Student Conduct Code and 
Regulations regarding academic integrity.  Academic misconduct such as cheating and plagiarism 
will be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs and appropriate penalties imposed that could 
affect course grade. The Student Conduct Code can be found here: 
https://students.georgiasouthern.edu/conduct/files/2019-2020-Code-of-Student-Conduct-FINAL-
2.pdf 
 
Disability Accommodations 
 
If a student has a documented and declared disability, reasonable accommodations will be 
provided if requested by the student according to the recommendations of the Georgia Southern 
University Student Accessibility Resource Center 
(http://studentsupport.georgiasouthern.edu/sarc/). 
 
Georgia Southern University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students 
with documented disabilities as required under federal law. Disabilities may include ADD or 
AD/HD, autism spectrum disorder, brain injury, chronic medical conditions, communication 
disorders, hearing loss, learning disabilities, mobility impairment, psychological disorders, visual 
impairment or temporary injuries. The purpose of disability accommodation is to provide equal 
access to the academic material and equal access to demonstrate mastery of the material. If you 
have a disability and need accommodations, please contact the Student Accessibility Resource 
Center (SARC). You will need to meet with a SARC staff member who can help you gather 
documentation of your disability or refer you to an appropriate resource for assessment. Once 
documentation of the disability is approved, SARC staff will provide you with an accommodation 
letter detailing the approved accommodations which you should present to me so we can discuss 
and implement your accommodations. Disability accommodations work best starting at the 
beginning of the semester but can be approved and started at any point in the semester. 
Accommodations start at the time the accommodation letter is presented to faculty within 
reasonable timelines; accommodations are not given retroactively. SARC on the Statesboro 
campus is located on the second floor of Cone Hall and the phone number is (912) 478-1566. 
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SARC for Savannah and Liberty campuses is located on the second floor of Memorial College 
Center and the phone number is (912) 344-2572. 
 

Statement Regarding Title IX 
 
Reporting 
Georgia Southern University is committed to supporting its students and responding promptly to 
complaints made regarding discrimination through the Equal Opportunity and Title IX Office. 
Title IX prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs or activities operated by 
recipients of Federal financial assistance. Georgia Southern University does not discriminate on 
the basis of sex, race, color, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, 
religion, age, veteran status, political affiliation, or disability. 
 
While students are encouraged to share with faculty any issues or concerns they may be having, 
please be aware there are reporting requirements which are a part of the job requirements at 
Georgia Southern University. For example, if you disclose an issue of sexual misconduct, the 
information will be kept as private as possible, but faculty and staff are required to bring it to the 
attention of the institution’s Title IX Coordinator/Director of Equal Opportunity and Title IX.  
 
Pregnant and Parenting Students 
Georgia Southern University does not discriminate against students who are pregnant, give birth, 
experience a false pregnancy, termination of pregnancy, or recovery therefrom. Students should 
work with their faculty as soon as possible to arrange appropriate accommodations based on this 
status; delays in reporting may impact available accommodations. Both students and faculty are 
able to consult with the Title IX Coordinator regarding any questions or issues which arise. 
 
Students who are pregnant, give birth, experience a false pregnancy, termination of pregnancy, or 
recovery therefrom will be treated similarly to other similarly situated students. Absences from 
class may be excused due to pregnancy or childbirth for as long as medically necessary. At the 
conclusion of medical leave, the student will be allowed to return to the same academic status. 
Medical certification may be requested from the student. 
 


